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ABSTRACT : 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To surely recognize various kinds of 
information on 

toner or a toner container, without any trouble and to 
prevent the erroneous 

attachment of a catridge, etc., by adopting such a 
constitution that the 

transmission and reception of a signal between the cartridge 
and a device main 

body are executed in a noncontact state . 

SOLUTION: In the cartridge provided with a semiconductor 
memory member 2, 

various kinds of information are written. Various kinds of 
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information are for 

instance, the deteriorated state of the toner sealing member 
of the cartridge, 

the data and time of the filling of the cartridge with the 
toner and the 

characteristics of the toner such as flowability, color/ a 
grain diameter, a 

component and temp, at a melting point. In the storage 
information of the 

semiconductor memory member 2, information on toner lot f the 
color/ etc . , 

required for controlling an image forming process is written 
at the time of 

producing the cartridge and changed at the time of executing 
recycling. When a 

reloadable storage member is used, residual toner/ etc., are 
written and 

rewritten. In other words, the information on the 
characteristics of the toner 

is stored in the semiconductor memory member and improper 
toner can be 

prevented through the use of the information. 
COPYRIGHT: (C) 1998, JPO 
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